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Horror stories
drive home
road safety

Accident victims bare their souls — and their scars
LESLEY MOFOKENG

�
�

D EAN Hunter can barely
speak after he was almost
decapitated in a car crash.

But now he is allowing his injuries
to speak for him.

The 40-something man is one of
four road accident victims whose
harrowing tales are being used in
an advertising campaign for road
safety awareness.

The Arrive Alive campaign,
which is running on television,
radio, posters and billboards, will
continue until January.

Hunter — who now makes cane
furniture and lives in Durban —
was driving home to Johannes-
burg from a pool competition in
Springs 14 years ago when he fell
asleep at the wheel.

He ploughed into the back of a
petrol tanker at 180km/h and had
to be rushed to hospital with his
head all but severed.

His face had to be reconstruct-
ed, he is now blind and he has
difficulty speaking because of the
injuries to his throat.

Wendy Watson, spokesman for
Arrive Alive, said the campaign
was intended to force road users
to change their behaviour.

“The subjects are delivering a
message indicating the severe
consequences of dangerous road
behaviour .�.�. that can stay with
you for life with permanent dis-
ability and disfigurement and
could be prevented through de-
fensive driving and keeping to the
rules of the road.”

Watson said she hoped the
graphic campaign — which had
been successful in other parts of

the world — would hit home with
the message that “this could hap-
pen to me”.

Watson said the campaign
wanted to stress the importance
of “every single life so we don’t
have a specific target for reducing
fatalities”.

She said: “We want people to
understand that an average of 40
families are bereaved every day in
South Africa and that is not ac-
ceptable.”

Watson explained that Hunter
and the three other subjects had
been discovered through rehabil-
itation and counselling centres.

Dr Richard Lebethe from Rand-
burg, whose wife, Di Makgato, is
profiled in another of the ads,
welcomed the campaign.

Lebethe said: “The campaign is
a good thing. The intention is to
make an impact so that people
should realise what bad driving
can do.”

Makgato, Lebethe and their
four-year-old daughter Larona
were driving along Moloto Road
between Pretoria and Marble Hall
in Mpumalanga in 1996 when a
drunk driver drove through a red
robot and crashed into them.

Makgato, who is also a doctor,
sustained injuries to her brain
and legs and was in hospital for
nine months.

Larona suffered facial injuries
and Lebethe broke both legs and
several ribs.

Lebethe was in hospital for four
months and spent six months in a
wheelchair.

Makgato can no longer work as
a medical doctor because she bat-
tles with her memory.

She has to be cared for around
the clock and gets around on

crutches or in a wheelchair.
Lebethe said his wife had been

“written off” and she had “come a
long way over the last six years”.

“She could not move her body
at all except her jaw,” he said.

Lebethe added that the drunk
driver had been given only a
R2�000 fine despite not having a
licence and the fact that the car
was found to be unroadworthy.

He said while his wife had suf-
fered ever since, her patients had
also been short-changed as a re-
sult of the crash.

“My wife was one of the few
doctors who worked and stayed
in the area [Siyabuswa in Mpuma-
langa].

“The cost was not only to us but
to a lot of people, especially her
patients.

“You never seriously think
about it until it happens to you.”

Also featured in the ad are:
ý�Rosaline Annanmalay, whose

son was driving home in the rain
to Lenasia, south of Johannes-
burg, when a drunk driver
ploughed into his car.

That driver’s car was also not
roadworthy and his blood con-
tained four times the legal alcohol
limit.

Annanmalay’s 24-year-old son
— her youngest child and the only
one still living at home — died
instantly.

ý�Warren van Straaten, 30,
from Johannesburg, who was
crossing a Pretoria road when two
cars came racing towards him. He
tried to get out of the way but
slipped.

A car hit him, leaving him
severely injured. Van Straaten
used to be an avid sportsman but
now cannot walk unaided.

ý�M1/N1 BETWEEN JOHANNESBURG AND
MUSINA: Major repair work on the road is in
progress, causing lane closures and delays.

�
ý�N1 SOUTH OF THE GRASMERE TOLL

PLAZA, GAUTENG: Incidents of stone-throw-
ing and obstruction of the road have been
reported near Evaton.

Motorists are advised to exercise extreme
caution.

�
ý�N1 WINBURG/KROONSTAD: Construc-

tion is in progress with possible lane closures
and delays.

�
ý�N1 BLOEMFONTEIN/COLESBERG: Road-

works are in progress about 40km north of
Colesberg.

�
ý�N1 RICHMOND/THREE SISTERS: Road-

works are in progress between Richmond and
Three Sisters, as well as on the road between
Three Sisters and Beaufort West.

�
ý�N1 HANOVER/BEAUFORT WEST: Motor-

ists should beware of roadworks.
�
ý�N2 ERMELO/PIET RETIEF: The road is

potholed in places.
�
ý�N2 PIET RETIEF/PONGOLA: Caution is

advised as cattle are a major problem on this
section of road.

The road is also badly potholed in places.
�
ý�N2 DURBAN/EAST LONDON: Roadworks

are in progress between Hibberdene and Um-
zinto, with lane closures in both directions
and speed restrictions of 60km/h through con-
struction areas.

ý�N2 HARDING/KOKSTAD/UMTATA: Major
construction is in progress, with stop/go signs
in operation and deviations in use. Delays are
likely.

�
ý�N2 TSOLO / UMTATA / BUTTERWORTH:

The road is potholed towards Brooks Nek.
Construction is in progress between Umtata

and Butterworth.
Motorists are advised to drive carefully as

contractors are patching up potholes. Cattle
and pedestrians are a major problem in the
former Transkei.

�
ý�N2 KING WILLIAMSTOWN/PORT ELIZA-

BETH: The tarred surface is bumpy in places,
especially between Keiskamma and Grahams-
town.

�
ý�N2 HEIDELBERG/RIVIERSONDEREND: Re-

pairs to bridges are in progress. Speed re-
strictions apply.

�
ý�N2 CALEDON/CAPE TOWN: The road is

very slippery in wet weather between Bot Riv-
er and Somerset West.

�
ý�N3 HARRISMITH/VAN REENEN: Due to

steep gradients, sharp curves, mist and strong
winds, motorists are advised to exercise
extreme caution at Van Reenen’s Pass.

Routine maintenance work is also in
progress.

�
ý�N3 PIETERMARITZBURG/DURBAN: Acci-

dents regularly occur due to high speed, steep
gradients, sharp curves and mist.

Between Hilton and Pietermaritzburg’s
Duncan McKenzie Drive off-ramp, the slow
lane is very slippery and uneven, causing

heavy vehicles to slip and crash into the curb,
especially in wet weather.

Motorists and truckers on Town Hill must
expect congestion and slow passage through
work areas.

Lane markings in the area are very poor at
present.

�
ý�N4 RUSTENBURG/ZEERUST: Construc-

tion work is in progress on the new toll road.
Lane closures will be encountered and speed
restrictions strictly enforced. Motorists are
advised to exercise caution.

�
ý�N4 PRETORIA / MIDDELBURG: Mainte-

nance in both directions is in progress.
Construction of the new Diamond Toll Plaza

near Cullinan is in progress, with completion
only expected in April.

�
ý�N10 CRADOCK/COOKHOUSE/PORT ELIZ-

ABETH: Construction work is in progress on
certain sections of the road.

Deviations and possible delays could be en-
countered, and motorists are advised to ex-
ercise caution.

�
ý�N11 LADYSMITH/VOLKSRUST/MIDDEL-

BURG: The road is potholed in places.
Motorists should be cautious when driving

on the Majuba Pass. Routine maintenance is in
progress.

�
ý�N12 JOHANNESBURG/POTCHEFSTROOM:

Routine maintenance and patching operations
are in progress on some sections of the road
and caution is advised.

�
(Information provided by the Automobile As-

sociation of South Africa)

The top accident hotspots on
South Africa’s main routes

TIPS TO ARRIVE ALIVE
ý�Drive a little slower. For every 1% reduction in
average speed, there is a 4% reduction in
fatalities.

ý�Do not drink and drive. Even one drink dou-
bles your chances of being involved in a crash.

ý�Wear your seatbelt.

ý�Do not overtake on a solid line. Around 17% of
accidents are a result of this offence.

ý�Take regular rests. You’ll also enjoy your trip
more that way.

ý�Pack books and toys to keep the kids busy.
Bored children can be a fatal distraction.

IT COULD BE YOU: An horrific accident blinded and almost decapitated Dean Hunter. Now he lets his injuries deliver a stark road-safety message

SURVIVORS: Rosaline Annanmalay, Di Makgato, and Warren van Straaten will never get over the pain and heartache caused by reckless driving

ON FRIDAY a Turkish court cleared the
country’s most popular female pop star
of charges of insulting the national flag
after she kicked balloons bearing the em-
blem during a television show, Anatolia
news agency reported.

The judge found that Hulya Avsar, 40, a
singer, actress and talk-show hostess, and
four other defendants did not intend to
dishonour the national flag, a white moon
crescent and star on a red background.

If found guilty, the defendants had
faced possible jail sentences of between
three and six months.

Avsar kicked the balloons as she
walked on stage during a show on a pri-
vate television channel in April.

Acting on a complaint from a viewer,
prosecutors charged Avsar, two busi-
nessmen who sold the balloons and two
women employees who were responsible
for the television station’s logistics.

The case triggered calls for a revision of
the stringent Turkish Flag Law, which stip-
ulates that it cannot be reproduced on
objects and bans it from being placed
where it can be trodden on. — Sapa-AFP

A MAN suffered facial injuries in southern
Vietnam after his cellphone exploded —
the second such incident involving Nokia
handsets in the last few months.

Nguyen Dinh Ly, 48, said he noticed the
battery was dead on his Nokia 8310 hand-
set. “I tried to power it on again but it
exploded, blowing the handset into
pieces, which left my cheek bruised.”

The blast happened on Thursday in
Bien Hoa, near Ho Chi Minh City.

Pham Huu Tri, technical director of
Nokia’s Ho Chi Minh City office, said he
was unable to comment on the explosion
as he had not yet examined the handset.

Ly said he had no plans to sue Nokia
over the incident. The Finnish cellphone
giant has blamed faulty batteries from
independent manufacturers for similar
incidents.

In October a woman suffered burns to
her stomach and hand when her Nokia
handset exploded in Ho Chi Minh City.

“We have warned our customers not to
use batteries that are available on the
black market at a cheap price,” a Nokia
spokesman said. — Sapa-AFP

SNEAKING a video recorder into a movie
theatre will soon be a crime in California
under a new law designed to protect both
copyright and the livelihood of thou-
sands of movie industry workers.

“This industry is the economic engine
that moves this city,” police chief William
Bratton said this week.

The new law, which takes effect on Jan-
uary 1, allows moviegoers to make a cit-
izen’s arrest if they see someone in a the-
atre with a recording device. Signs would
be posted at all Los Angeles County the-
atres notifying patrons of the new law.

The effort was aimed mainly at cam-
corders, which accounted for 92% of all
illegal copies of films that appeared for
sale over the Internet and on street
corners.

The law was written to include future
technologies and could be enforced
against people recording all or parts of a
film with a tape recorder, hand-held com-
puter or even a cellphone. People con-
victed under the law could be subject to
a maximum one-year jail sentence and a
fine of $2�500. — Sapa-AFP

OF THE seven million Germans recently
penalised for dangerous driving, 83%
were men, according to research re-
leased by the Federal Motoring Agency,
the KBA, in Flensburg on Friday.

The KBA records the demerit points
that accumulate when a driver is caught
speeding, running a red light or drunken
driving.

Drivers are warned that they are on
probation. If the penalty tally reaches 14,
they lose their licences for several
months.

KBA deputy president Ekhart Zinke
said 2.8 million out of Germany’s 80 mil-
lion people had joined the blacklist in the
past 12 months, while 2.5 million were
delisted after they improved their road
behaviour.

The seven million total was a German
record.

Zinke said the number could swell fur-
ther, because using a cellphone while
driving would earn a demerit point, start-
ing next April. Although an offence, chat-
ting at the wheel was still common on
German roads. — Sapa-DPA
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Prices are per person sharing in a M5 grade cabin
(inside upper and lower berths)

For more information on these
and other holidays, please call (011) 234 3840

                        For Bookings Call Your ASATA Travel Agent

Queen Elizabeth 2

Special Air/Sea Offers
• HONG KONG TO DURBAN OR CAPE TOWN

MARCH 8 TO APRIL 3/6 FROM R32 820

• SINGAPORE TO DURBAN OR CAPE TOWN
MARCH 16 TO APRIL 3/6 FROM R26 145

• MUMBAI TO DURBAN OR CAPE TOWN
MARCH 24  TO APRIL 3/6 FROM R15 915

• DURBAN OR CAPE TOWN TO SOUTHAMPTON
APRIL 3/6 TO APRIL 19 FROM R15 475
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