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Felicia pulls strings to gag Phat Joe
e.tv’s talk-show queen gets SABC executives to pull skit from rival’s show — and she follows up with a lawyer’s letter

LESLEY MOFOKENG

�
�

S OUTH Africa’s top talk-
show hosts are slugging it
out, with Felicia Mabuza-

Suttle branding Phat Joe a young
upstart whose humour is “cringe-
worthy”.

The latest spat between the
two erupted after Phat Joe at-
tempted to publish a computer-
manipulated picture of Mabuza-
Suttle on his show last month.

Phat Joe hosts The Phat Joe
Show on SABC1 and Mabuza-Sut-
tle hosts Felicia on e.

The picture — showing
Mabuza-Suttle with bags under
her eyes and a double chin — was
pulled after SABC bosses inter-
vened under pressure from
Mabuza-Suttle.

But the relationship between
the two — which has always been
rocky — has now hit rock-bot-
tom, with Mabuza-Suttle firing off
a lawyer’s letter to Phat Joe,
warning him that he has gone too
far. Mabuza-Suttle has also re-
fused Phat Joe’s invitation to kiss
and make up by appearing on his
show.

The latest fight erupted two
weeks ago when Phat Joe and his
production team created two
skits featuring Mabuza-Suttle for
his January 30 show.

In the first skit, Phat Joe said
that if he were to become pres-
ident, he would ensure that
Mabuza-Suttle’s show would be
flighted after midnight when the
country was asleep.

In the second skit, he featured
two “photographs” showing
Mabuza-Suttle before and after
her plastic surgery.

But Mabuza-Suttle got wind of
the skits and rang up Red Pepper
— whose production facilities are
used by both shows — to com-
plain.

When Red Pepper informed
her that it had no influence,
Mabuza-Suttle approached SABC
chief executive Peter Matlare,
who instructed SABC1’s manage-
ment to make sure that no men-
tion of Mabuza-Suttle was includ-
ed in the programme.

Phat Joe was approached and
all references to Mabuza-Suttle
were withdrawn.

This week, Phat Joe refused to
comment on the rumpus, except
to say: “People know the show is
about satire, like Zapiro the car-
toonist. Everything is there to be
laughed at.”

But Mabuza-Suttle accused
Phat Joe of being on a “personal
crusade to destroy, ridicule, be-
little and constantly harass me”.

“Whenever he runs out of
celebrities he turns to me .�.�. It’s
causing me embarrassment.”

She also accused Phat Joe of

being a young upstart and said he
had to “treat me like he would the
king or Mandela”.

She said satire was about pok-
ing fun and laughing at yourself,
not “cringe”.

“Phat Joe always says if ‘Amer-
icans can do it, we can do it’. But
this is not America. We have dif-
ferent values.

“If he wants to copy Ameri-
cans, let him copy Sinbad or Bill
Cosby.

“Pieter-Dirk Uys teases Nelson
Mandela, Desmond Tutu, Winnie
Madikizela-Mandela and me, but
we don’t cringe when we watch
his brand of comedy,” she said.

She said she had a “responsi-
bility to protect my brand”.

“I worked for 10 years to build

my good name and I will not allow
this boy to destroy it. It’s not
right, it’s not fair,” she said.

Ian Levitt, Mabuza-Suttle’s at-
torney, said a letter of warning
had been sent to Phat Joe.

The letter alleges that Phat Joe
is “seeking to create cheap pub-
licity by making malicious and
hurtful statements/jokes at the
expense of our client”.

Last year, Mabuza-Suttle ac-
cused Phat Joe of being disre-
spectful and “burning bridges”.

In 1996, the SABC legal depart-
ment pulled a parody of Mabuza-
Suttle from the then NNTV chan-
nel’s satirical variety show Not
Quite Friday Night because it was
deemed to be in exceptionally
poor taste.

LESLEY MOFOKENG

�
�

TELEVISION presenter Zandi
Nhlapo will break the hearts of
thousands of her male admirers
this year when she marries the
father of her unborn baby.

Nhlapo — who appeared on
SABC television for the last time
on Monday — said she had ac-
cepted lawyer Khethang Male-
fane’s proposal last year. Their
first child — and Nhlapo’s second
— is due in April or May.

The couple will walk down the
aisle later this year in a “private,
intimate” affair.

Nhlapo said she had left SABC1
after seven years because she

had seen the writing on the wall.
“It was either SABC1 makes the
decision or I do. I think every-
body knows you can do some-
thing for so long. Change is part of
life and about challenges.

“I couldn’t be on Simunye for-
ever, that would be silly.”

Nhlapo said she would concen-
trate on motherhood for the next
few months before branching out
into public relations. “I am getting
ready for the sleepless nights.”

Popular Nhlapo scooped the
best TV continuity presenter
award three years in a row at the
Duku Duku awards. She also won
the best smile award two years
ago. She burst into the spotlight
when she was crowned Miss Cos-
mos Football Club in 1991.

Obi-Wan is my
shepherd

IN BRIEF

SOME 390�000 British people
have officially described their re-
ligion as Jedi — the group of hero-
ic knights in the Star Wars films.

At the time of Britain’s 2001
census, an Internet campaign was
waged to persuade people to
describe themselves as Jedi,
reports Ananova.com.

The campaign was launched in
the mistaken belief that the Jedi
would be recognised as an official
religion if they could prove they
had at least 10�000 adherents.

Officials lumped the Jedi
among the 7.7 million who said
they had no religion.

Flight of fancy
A COUPLE married for 58 years —
who fell in love after the woman
took a mayday call when the
man’s plane engine failed and
talked him down to safety — have
been chosen as Britain’s most ro-
mantic couple, Ananova.com re-
ports. “We’ve never fallen out of
love,” said Joy Cowling, 78, of her
husband, Ted, 83. “We still hold
hands, even if it’s just to help
each other stand up!”

They beat hundreds of entries
to win, including one from two
strangers who crashed into each
other in a car park a year ago.

Strange love
LOCALS and tourists celebrated
Valentine’s Day in Thailand by
getting wed underwater, on the
backs of elephants and even
swinging from cliffs.

Thirty-six couples gurgled
their wedding vows under water
in the Andaman Sea, while six
couples decided to exchange
rings while suspended by slings
from a 60m cliff in Taplan Nation-
al Park.

Another 14 couples in tradi-
tional dress rode through the an-
cient capital of Ayuthaya on ele-
phants. — AP

Rude replicas
A DUTCH book show has scored a
literary coup by persuading a
group of writers to make plaster
casts of their genitals.

But making the casts is no easy
business, reports Ananova.com.
“You have to sit for at least 20
minutes in a rubber mould and all
the time a possible erection is not
allowed,” said Vrouwkje Tuin-
man, the show’s co-ordinator.

He said that the casts would be
put on sale, but if there were no
takers, they would be offered to
Den Haag’s Literary Museum.

Nudes run wild
AN ANNUAL Naked Festival in cen-
tral Japan — featuring about 9�000
men dressed only in loincloths —
got out of control, leaving two men
in hospital with serious injuries.

About 40 others were treated
for injuries, some of which, police
say, resulted from participants
drinking too much sake to
counter freezing conditions.

Some 125�000 people attended
the 1�200-year-old ceremony, in
which men touch the body of the
year’s appointed “sacred man” as
he enters the Konomiya Shrine.

TV presenter swops
camera for nappies

STEPPING OUT: Television presenter Zandi Nhlapo says she
is moving on to marriage, motherhood and a new career

NOT A PRETTY PICTURE: The computer-manipulated
picture of Felicia Mabuza-Suttle that caused all the trouble

FIGHTING MAD: Felicia
Mabuza-Suttle

SPOOF BACKFIRED: Phat
Joe had to change his show

Phat Joe should ‘treat me like
he would the king or Mandela’

— Felicia Mabuza-Suttle
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A SOUTH African who has worked
with some of the top names in
Hollywood could walk away with
an Academy Award when the
show takes place in Los Angeles
next month.

Dion Beebe, formerly of Cape
Town, was nominated in the best
cinematographer category for his
work on the blockbuster musical
Chicago, starring Richard Gere,
Renee Zellweger and Catherine
Zeta-Jones. The musical received
13 nominations this week.

The Academy of Motion Pic-
ture Arts and Sciences will host
the US industry’s premiere
awards show on March 23.

Beebe, 36, was born in Aus-
tralia before relocating to South
Africa five years later with his
parents and four brothers. His fa-
ther, Dr Grantley Beebe, runs a
dental practice in Cape Town. His
South African mother, Dulcie, is a
make-up artist.

Speaking from Los Angeles,
Beebe said he was “fairly dumb-
struck” after hearing about his
nomination.

“It’s taken a while to sink in and
the phone has not stopped ring-
ing since Tuesday. I’ve lived in LA
for five years and every year
there’s always an Oscar buzz but
to be caught up in the middle of it
is a strange feeling,” he said.

Beebe, who holds both Aus-
tralian and South African citizen-
ship, was fêted by the Australian
media this week and listed as one
of two Australians — the other
being best actress contender
Nicole Kidman — to have re-
ceived Oscar nods.

But Beebe said his “heart will
always remain in SA”.

“I grew up and spent my for-
mative years there and I still visit
my family each year. Growing up
in Cape Town, I couldn’t imagine
the opportunities I’ve had so far
in my career and the people I’ve
worked with. My loyalties,
though, will be split and I will be
holding the flag for both coun-
tries come Oscar night.”

Beebe studied film at Pretoria
Technikon, but left the country
after he was accepted into the
Australian Film School at the age
of 20. Four years later, he made
his first feature film.

Beebe has worked with the
who’s who of Hollywood, includ-
ing Titanic star Kate Winslet and
Harvey Keitel in Oscar-winner
Jane Campion’s movie Holy
Smoke. He has also worked with
director Mira Nair, and actors
Sean Bean, Christian Bale, Marisa
Tomei and Cate Blanchett.

He said that after seeing Chica-
go on stage, he thought it would
be a challenge to make it work on
the big screen. “Doing a musical
was quite a risky proposition be-
cause it’s not a tried and tested
genre."

Speaking from her home in
Oranjezicht in Cape Town,
Beebe’s mother said she and her
husband were “jumping around
screaming” after reading about
their son’s nomination on Tues-
day morning.

“We were ecstatic and phoned
him immediately. He had also just
heard and was overjoyed. I’m so
glad because he’s so talented yet
unfazed by all the glitz and glam-
our he’s surrounded by. He plods
along quietly — that’s how he’s
got this far.”

South African
cinematographer
up for an Oscar

Rapper Jay-Z gets X-rated
with Jagger’s girl, Jade

RAPPER Jay-Z has been cheating
on his fiancée, Destiny’s Child
star Beyonce Knowles, with Mick
Jagger’s daughter, Jade.

Jay-Z was spotted canoodling
recently with the Rolling Stone’s
daughter in a London club. He
and jewellery designer Jagger,
who earlier dated a South African
male model, arrived together
then sipped Cristal champagne in
the upstairs VIP area.

Jay-Z had some mates with
him, but they sat away from the
couple, who spoke only to each
other all night.

A club regular told British
tabloid The Sun: “I couldn’t be-
lieve my eyes. Jay-Z had been in

the club with all his crew the
night before after playing a gig in
Wembley. The next night he and
Jade were giggling and whisper-
ing in each other’s ears. They
were oblivious to anyone else.”

No one knows what Jagger’s
boyfriend, Dan Williams, will
think. The source said: “There
was a buzz about the place. Ev-
eryone knew they were upstairs.

“I was really surprised that Jay-
Z turned up without his minders.
It was as if he just wanted to slip
in and out of the place without
getting much attention.”

But he and Jagger still caused a
stir, even though they left
separately.

LESBIAN pop sensations Tatu
have admitted that they also like
boys.

The Russian girl duo confirmed
in an interview with the News of
the World that they had recently
been out on the town with boys.
They were, in fact, bisexual, they
said.

Yulia Volkova, 17, admitted
that she had had a romantic re-
lationship with her fellow star,
Lena Katina, 18.

“There has been something be-
tween us,” she admitted. She
added: “I generally prefer women.
They are more faithful.”

Katina said: “Men are stupid
and rough.”

ROCKER Ozzy Osbourne’s son,
Jack, claims to have bedded three
women in one night, reports the
British tabloid The Sun.

“Over the summer I slept with
three [women]. It was at a party at
the beach. My friends found out
the next day and laughed. I was
like, ‘Who’s the man now!’�” Os-
bourne, 17, said in an interview.

Chubby Osbourne has been
dogged by speculation that he is
gay since he shot to fame in the hit
comedy-reality television series,

The Osbournes. The Black Sabbath
frontman’s son has dated Rod
Stewart’s daughter Kimberly and
model Catalina Guirado.

“I’m a romantic really,” he
says, adding he prefers sex in-
doors to outdoors.

Osbourne, who quit school to
work on his own record label,
said he doesn’t like to sleep with
“fat birds”. A pal said: “He’s short,
tubby and has glasses so every-
body assumes he can’t pull, but
never underestimate stardom.”

Rocker’s son in foursome

Straight talking
by lesbian stars

HITTING THE BIG TIME: Dion Beebe, seen with Catherine
Zeta-Jones, has been recognised for his work on Chicago

1A

AFRICA EDITION


