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Dancing
shoes
charm
diners

Take a bow baby, eish
do you deserve it!

A
HAND-PICKED f ew
made it onto the guest
list of Yvonne Chaka
Chaka’s 40th birthday

party on Friday night.
So determined was Africa’s

princess of pop to party up a
storm that she turned down an
invitation to perform for Queen
Elizabeth in London that night.

She left only yesterday for
the show today at the Royal
Festival Hall — without the UK
monarch.

But on Friday night,
surrounded by her nearest and
dearest — including her
mother, Sophie Machaka —
Chaka Chaka looked not a day
older than her 40 years as she
shared the celebration with her
son Themba, who turns 21 next
we e k .

At the Indaba Hotel north of
Jozi, she emerged from a
German sedan showing off her
curvy figure in a body-hugging
pink mermaid dress. It was
made by up-and-coming Joburg
designer Sicelo Ntshalintshali
who said he used different
kinds and shades of silk to
make the garment, in four days.

MC Bob Mabena had guests
in stitches. “Is Gwen [Gill]
here? I am tired of trying to
impress that woman, I just want
you to know that this is me,
that’s how I am coming out,” he
declared, referring to his baby-
blue suit, pink shirt and tie.

My judgment, as Gwen’s
stand-in this week? Not bad,
considering it was only the
second time I had spotted Uncle
Bob in that su i t .

Praise was heaped on Chaka
Chaka. In a recorded message
played on two big screens
either side of the stage,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu said
he could say whatever he liked
because he couldn’t be charged
with sexual harassment at his
age. “Wow! Isn’t she gorgeous.
Ngoana ke seponono. You give
so much of yourself to others
. . . You are like good wine.”

Another recorded message
was from former President
Nelson Mandela who said

Chaka Chaka had played a role
in the liberation struggle.

He called her a world-class
performer who was original
and creative and who boasted
consummate showmanship.

Mandela added that Chaka
Chaka’s impersonation of an
old man (meaning himself)
spoke volumes of her sense of
humour.

Deputy President Jacob
Zuma (aka Jay-Zee), who
Mabena introduced as “South
Africa’s next President” to wild
applause, presented the
birthday girl with a framed
collection of colourful
traditional Zulu beaded
accessories.

Some speakers, such as
Gloria Mthombeni, her nursery
school teacher who has known
her since she was four, took us
back to the beginning of Chaka
Chaka’s life.

Mthombeni , who at 73 st i l l
works at the nursery school,
said Chaka Chaka filled her
with pride as she never forgets
her roots, which are in

Dobsonville, Soweto.
Miriam Makeba, who

complained of a sore hip, is a
woman in love. She jokingly
called her first great-grandson,
who was her partner for the
night, “my husband”.

The close friendship between
Makeba and Chaka Chaka goes
far back. The latter’s children
call Makeba “grandmother”
and she sometimes cooks for
them while Chaka Chaka tours
the world.

When Makeba turned 60 she
hosted her party at Chaka
Chaka’s place.

Hubby Tiny Mhinga in a blue
suit and pink shirt warmed
many hearts when he declared
his undying love and support
for his famous wife.

In her speech, Chaka Chaka
paid tribute to the late pop
queen Brenda Fassie. “I wish
her soul rests in peace. She was
a great person and I don’t have
the voice she had. She was
taken advantage of . . . ”

Her pledge for life after 40 is
to grow as a businesswoman

deluxe pregnant Zulu Princess
Ntandoyesizwe and husband
Prince Oupa Moiloa, and also
pregnant Basetsana Kumalo
and husband Romeo, who
refuses to talk about what he
wears nowadays.

His sister-in-law Johanna
Mukoki, who’s just had her
second baby, made a rare
appearance. Also there were
5FM DJ Gareth Cliff, Elle editor

Jacqui Chemaly, Vodacom exec
Mthobi Tyamzashe, Eskom
CEO Thulani Gcabashe, ANC
Youth League president Fikile
Mbalula, the Arch’s wife, Leah
Tutu, and YFM DJ and TV
presenter Sbu Leope, sporting
the night’s most bling-bling
stylish shades. Winnie Madiki-
zela-Mandela was a no-show.

Food: 5/10 — Fo r g e tt ab l e ,
but impressive presentation.

We never got to taste the
gigantic kaleidoscope cake.

Flowers: 3/10 —Daisies at
the base of a wax centrepiece.

Vibe: 8.5/10 — Party mood
with lots of sentiment.

MC: 9/10 — Bob Mabena
should consider stand-up
comedy as a full-time job.

Africa’s queen
of pop Yvonne
Chaka Chaka
turns 40 in
style, writes
Le s l ey
M ofo ke n g

and to acquire more wealth.
The menu failed to impress.

For starters, spinach and
ricotta cannelloni, main course
a duo of supreme of beef fillet
and chicken breast with root
veggies, and for dessert, a light
meringue, berries and cream. A
bit uninspiring — Indaba Hotel
could have done better.

Other guests included royal
couple and social butterflies

GILLIAN ANSTEY

S
HOES on a table have
always been regarded as
bad luck, let alone bad
taste, but those that

adorned the tables at the
Joburg Civic Theatre on
Tuesday set the tone for a night
with a difference.

First, they were pink, worn
ballet shoes, placed among
bright pink roses. Others we r e
strung from ribbons.

Second, the tables were
backstage at the Joburg Civic
Theatre. And, third, we were
seated facing the set of the
ballet The Nutcracker.

It was a fundraiser for the SA
Ballet Theatre and the first
function I have been to where
guests were implored to start
eating because everyone was so
engrossed in the performance.

Guests included Anglo
American’s Tony Trahar and
his wife, Trish; legal tax whiz
Professor Michael Katz and his
wife Babette; Michael de Pinna
of Yebo Gogo ad fame; business
consultant Bontle Mpakanyane;
hotshot divorce lawyer Billy
Gundelfinger and his wife
Michelle; Liberty Life’s Hylton
Appelbaum and his wife
Wendy; Lotto spokesman
Sershan Naidoo; PR Penny
Stein; socialite and publicist
Edith Venter; charming do-
gooder Ivan May of the Cow
Parade; and former dancer and
choreographer-turned rose
seller Esther Nasser.

And of course, the Civic’s
devoted board chairman, Ca s
Coovadia, otherwise known as
MD of the Banking Council.

The best lookers were
undoubtedly the female
dancers in their evening gowns,
but the most striking outfit was
worn by the ballet company’s
expert fundraiser —
R20-million to date — Annzie
Hancock. Made of Thai silk
she’d bought a few years back,
it comprised a mauve short
jacket and bright green
trousers, each trimmed with
snippets of the other colour.

Yet the biggest surprise of
the evening was the guest
speaker, Tito Mboweni,
governor of the Reserve Bank.

He delighted everyone by
saying when he was part of the
government from 1994 to 1998, it
had made two mistakes —
stopping funding the orchestra
and the ballet company.

Food: 4/10 — Unusual veggie
terrine as starters, followed by
kingklip, but full marks for the
granadilla crème brulee.

Flowers: 9/10 — Exquisite
with that added balletic touch.

MC: 8/10 — Witty Ian von
Memerty made us laugh and
later burst into resonant song.

Vibe: 5/10 — Loved the
setting and the dance but there
were a tad too many speeches
and the evening ended abruptly.

DOUBLE ACT: Yvonne Chaka Chaka and her son Themba celebrate their birthdays in style. MC Bob Mabena (right) takes to the floor with the guest of honour Pictures: MUNTU VILAKAZI

SPECIAL GUEST: Deputy President Jacob Zuma heaps praise and gifts
on the birthday girl

SOUL MATES: Chaka Chaka’s friendship with SA legend Miriam
Makeba goes back many years

SUPPORTING ACT: Chaka Chaka’s husband, Tiny Mhinga, welcomes
Makeba to his wife’s bash at the Indaba Hotel

Gwen Gill is on leave
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